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STATE JUDICIAL NOMINATION COMMISSION 

AND OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

JOINT JUDICIAL APPLICATION 

Please complete this application by placing your responses in normal type, immediately beneath 

each request for information. Requested documents should be attached at the end of the 

application or in separate PDF files, clearly identifying the numbered request to which each 

document is responsive. Completed applications are public records. If you cannot fully respond 

to a question without disclosing information that is confidential under state or federal law, 

please submit that portion of your answer separately, along with your legal basis for considering 

the information confidential. Do not submit opinions or other writing samples containing 

confidential information unless you are able to appropriately redact the document to avoid 

disclosing the identity of the parties or other confidential information. 

 

PERSONAL INFORMATION 

 

1. State your full name. 

 

Patrick Hubert Tott 

 

2. State your current occupation or title. (Lawyers: identify name of firm, 

organization, or government agency; judicial officers: identify title and judicial 

election district.) 

 

Chief District Court Judge, Third Judicial District 

 

3. State your date of birth (to determine statutory eligibility).  

 

May 18, 1967 

 

4. State your current city and county of residence. 

 

Sioux City, Woodbury County 

 

PROFESSIONAL AND EDUCATIONAL HISTORY 

 

5. List in reverse chronological order each college and law school you attended 

including the dates of attendance, the degree awarded, and your reason for leaving 

each school if no degree from that institution was awarded. 

 

Creighton University School of Law; Omaha, Nebraska 

August 1988 to May 1991 

JD (Summa Cum Laude) May 1991 

Class Rank 11/154 
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Creighton University; Omaha, Nebraska 

August 1985 to May 1988 

BSBA (Cum Laude) May 1989 

GPA 3.69 

 

 

6. Describe in reverse chronological order all of your work experience since 

graduating from college, including:  

a. Your position, dates (beginning and end) of your employment, addresses of 

law firms or offices, companies, or governmental agencies with which you 

have been connected, and the name of your supervisor or a knowledgeable 

colleague if possible. 

b. Your periods of military service, if any, including active duty, reserves or 

other status. Give the date, branch of service, your rank or rating, and 

present status or discharge status.  

 

a.  1. Chief Judge, Third Judicial District, August 5, 2021 to present 

         District Court Judge, Third Judicial District   November 4, 2014 to August 5, 2021 

         620 Douglas Street Suite 210, Sioux City, Iowa 51101 

         Hon. Zachary Hindman, District Judge Third Judicial District 

  

     2. Partner, Buckmeier & Daane, P.C.; July 2014 to November 2014 

         701 Pierce Street, Sioux City, Iowa 

         Hon. James Daane (former partner in this practice) 

 

      3. Mental Health Judicial Referee, Sixth Judicial District – State of Nebraska 

          January 2006 to October 2014 

          No supervisor 

 

      4. Sioux City Community School District; Extracurricular Activities Appeal Hearing  

          Officer; August 2005 to October 2014 

          627 4th Street, Sioux City, IA 51101 

          Sioux City Superintendent of Schools Paul Gausman 

 

      5. Woodbury County Judicial Magistrate; November 1999 to October 2014 

          407 7th Street, Sioux City, IA 51101 

          Hon. Duane Hoffmeyer 

 

      6. Attorney, Sole Practitioner; November 1999 to July 2014 

          705 Douglas Street Suite 509, Sioux City, Iowa 51101 

 

      7. Part-time Associate Juvenile Judge, Iowa Third Judicial District 

          December 1994 to October 2001 

          Hon. Brian Michaelson 
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      8. Tribal Court Judge, Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska; Winnebago, Nebraska 

          July 1994 to October 1996 

          No supervisor; Thomas A. Fitch other Tribal Judge 

 

      9. Partner, Fitch & Tott; April 1994 to November 1999 

          112 E 19th Street, South Sioux City, NE 68776 

          Thomas A. Fitch, Partner 

 

     10. Associate Attorney, Eidsmoe, Heidman, Redmond, Fredregill, Patterson & Schatz 

           July 1991 to March 1994 

           1128 4th Street, Sioux City, IA 51101 

           Daniel D. Dykstra, Partner 

 

     11.  Law Clerk, Levy & Lazer, Omaha, Nebraska;   

            March 1990 to August 1990 

            Michael Lazer 

 

b.  No military experience. 

          

 

7. List the dates you were admitted to the bar of any state and any lapses or 

terminations of membership. Please explain the reason for any lapse or termination 

of membership. 

 

State of Iowa 

July 1991 

 

United States District Court for the Northern District of Iowa 

September 1992 

 

State of Nebraska 

September 1994 

 

8. Describe the general character of your legal experience, dividing it into periods with 

dates if its character has changed over the years, including: 

a. A description of your typical clients and the areas of the law in which you 

have focused, including the approximate percentage of time spent in each 

area of practice. 

b. The approximate percentage of your practice that has been in areas other 

than appearance before courts or other tribunals and a description of the 

nature of that practice. 

c. The approximate percentage of your practice that involved litigation in court 

or other tribunals. 

d. The approximate percentage of your litigation that was: Administrative, 

Civil, and Criminal. 
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e. The approximate number of cases or contested matters you tried (rather 

than settled) in the last 10 years, indicating whether you were sole counsel, 

chief counsel, or associate counsel, and whether the matter was tried to a 

jury or directly to the court or other tribunal.  If desired, you may also 

provide separate data for experience beyond the last 10 years.  

f. The approximate number of appeals in which you participated within the 

last 10 years, indicating whether you were sole counsel, chief counsel, or 

associate counsel.  If desired, you may also provide separate data for 

experience beyond the last 10 years. 

 

 

a. 1. July 1991 to March 1994.  At the beginning of my legal career as an associate 

attorney with the Eidsmoe Law Firm in Sioux City, I focused primarily on real estate, 

business and probate matters.  This included drafting and reviewing contracts, wills, 

business formations, title examinations, will contests, collections, foreclosures, etc.  My 

practice during this time was primarily office based with some courtroom experience 

involving contested matters regarding these areas of the law.  From time to time I also 

assisted partners who focused on civil litigation with various aspects of their cases.  

During this time my practice would have been equally divided between these areas with 

my involvement in civil litigation being approximately 5 to 10%. 

 

While with the Eidsmoe firm, my clients consisted primarily of private individuals, both 

large and small businesses, banks and credit unions.   

 

2. April 1994 to November 2014.  During this period of time my private practice was a 

traditional general practice of law.  I focused primarily on criminal defense, family law, 

juvenile law, real estate, business formation and development, estate planning, 

guardianship and conservatorship matters and some civil litigation.  During this time I 

would estimate that my time was devoted to these areas as follows: criminal defense 

34%, family/domestic law 20%, Juvenile Law 25%, civil litigation 10%, probate/real 

estate 10%; administrative law 1%. 

 

My typical clients during this time included private individuals, banks, credit unions, 

nonprofit agencies, privately retained and court appointed clients in criminal and juvenile 

court matters, small businesses, parties involved in real estate transactions, etc.  I also 

served on two occasions as a Special Prosecutor for the State of Nebraska in Dakota 

County, Nebraska involving criminal matters.  A significant client during this time was 

The Center for Siouxland which is a local non-profit agency helping low and 

underprivileged members of the community with a variety of services including 

transitional housing, guardianship and conservatorship services, financial counseling, 

food pantry, etc.  I assisted The Center with hundreds of their clients in these areas at a 

low or significantly reduced fee.    
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3. From 1994 to 2014, I also held a variety of judicial positions in Iowa and Nebraska.  

For two years I worked as a Tribal Court Judge for the Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska.  

The Winnebago Tribal Court is a court of general jurisdiction similar to the District Court 

in Iowa.  As a Tribal Court Judge, I presided over civil, criminal and juvenile matters.  I 

also served as a Mental Health Referee in the Sixth Judicial District for the State of 

Nebraska, in which I served on the mental health board presiding over mental health and 

substance abuse committal cases.  I also served as a part-time Associate Juvenile Judge in 

Woodbury County, Iowa, and as a Magistrate in Woodbury County for 15 years while 

maintaining a vibrant private practice.    

 

b.  As stated above, for the first three years of my career my practice was primarily an 

office based practice dealing with real estate, business and probate matters.  I would 

estimate that 90 to 95% of my practice during these three years was in areas other than 

appearing before courts. 

 

Then from 1994 until my appointment to the District Court bench in 2014, I would 

estimate that 25% of my private practice (non-judicial capacity time) was in areas that did 

not involve court appearances.  This time involved my real estate and probate practice, 

drafting real estate transactional documents, reviewing abstracts, drafting wills, trusts and 

other estate planning documents, probating estates, business formations and ongoing 

business related needs, etc.  (During this time on average 15 to 20% of my time was spent 

in my various judicial capacities).   

 

c. From 1994 to 2014, the approximate percentage of my private practice that involved 

litigation in court or other tribunals would be 75%.  This would include criminal defense, 

representing parents and children in juvenile court, family/domestic law, contested 

probate and real estate matters and other areas of civil litigation (collections, personal 

injury, suits on contracts, etc.).   

 

d. Approximate percentage of litigation:  Administrative 1%, criminal 45%, civil/juvenile 

54%. 

 

e. In the last 10 years of my private practice I tried 1 case as sole counsel before a jury, 

and 25 cases as sole counsel directly to the court.  I did not have co-counsel in any of my 

trials.  During the last 7+ years as a District Court Judge I have presided over dozens of 

jury trials, both criminal and civil, as well as many more trials to the court involving 

nearly every type of proceeding that can come before a District Judge including Class A 

murder trials, medical malpractice trials, declaratory judgment actions, injunction 

hearings, complex civil litigation along with numerous family law and probate matters to 

name a few.  
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f. In the last 10 years of my private practice I was sole counsel in 2 appeals to the Iowa 

Court of Appeals (non Juvenile Court matters), 8 appeals as sole counsel to the Nebraska 

Court of Appeals and 9 appeals to the Iowa Court of Appeals involving Iowa Juvenile 

Court appeals.   

 

9. Describe your pro bono work over at least the past 10 years, including: 

a. Approximate number of pro bono cases you’ve handled.  

b. Average number of hours of pro bono service per year.  

c. Types of pro bono cases.  

 

a. During the last 10 years of my private practice I handled approximately 40 pro bono 

cases.   

 

b. I would estimate that the number of hours of pro bono service I provided per year was 

50 hours. 

 

c. The types of cases in which I typically provided pro bono services included 

guardianship/conservatorship matters, family law, and assistance to nonprofit 

organizations.  Outside of my services to The Center for Siouxland for which I charged 

significantly reduced fees, I also assisted several individuals with the preparation of 

Annual Guardian and Conservatorship Reports at no or minimal fees.  Many of these 

individuals had assumed responsibility for children through Juvenile Court and were of 

limited financial means. In addition to assisting The Center for Siouxland with its 

guardianship and conservatorship program, I routinely assisted with other issues that 

would develop from time to time involving their transitional housing program and other 

legal issues that would develop with their other programs.  I also provided extensive 

assistance to St. Gabriel Communications which was a start-up Catholic Radio station 

beginning in 1999.  I was involved and provided legal assistance from the initial 

organizational meetings through the next several years, until a license to broadcast was 

obtained and the radio station went on the air.  After that I continued to provide legal 

assistance with the normal business operations for running and maintaining a radio 

station including employment and compliance issues.  I also from time to time provided 

pro bono representation for family law clients and criminal clients. 

 

10. If you have ever held judicial office or served in a quasi-judicial position:  

 

a. Describe the details, including the title of the position, the courts or other 

tribunals involved, the method of selection, the periods of service, and a 

description of the jurisdiction of each of court or tribunal. 

 

1. Chief Judge, Third Judicial District State of Iowa 

    August 5, 2021 to present 

    Appointed by Chief Justice Susan Christensen 

    Court of General Jurisdiction with Administrative Responsibilities over all      

    operations and employees of the Third Judicial District 
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2. District Court Judge, Third Judicial District State of Iowa 

    November 2014 to August 5, 2021 

    Appointed by Governor Terry Branstad September 2014 

    Court of General Jurisdiction.  

 

3. Woodbury County Magistrate, State of Iowa 

     November 1999 to October 2014 

     Appointed and reappointed by the Woodbury County Judicial Nominating  

     Commission to successive 4 year terms beginning in November 1999 

     Jurisdiction: Small claims, initial appearances for all criminal matters and                          

                          simple misdemeanor trials, mental health and off-hours on-call                                   

                          duty. 

 

4. Mental Health Judicial Referee, Sixth Judicial District State of Nebraska 

    January 2006 to October 2014 

    Appointed by District Court Judges for Sixth Judicial District State of Nebraska 

    I was the chairman for the Mental Health Board for the Sixth Judicial District  

    in the State of Nebraska.  A three member board presided over mental health  

    and substance abuse committal hearings in the Sixth Judicial District. 

 

5. Sioux City Community School District Extracurricular Activities Appeal  

    Hearing Officer 

    August 2005 to October 2014 

    Hired by Superintendent of the Sioux City Community School District Dr.  

    Larry Williams and retained by his successor Dr. Paul Gausmann. 

    In this position I conducted appeal hearings requested by students who had  

    been suspended from participation in extracurricular activities due to alleged  

    violations of the Student Code of Conduct.  I conducted hearings, on short  

    notice, to determine if a violation of the Code of Conduct had occurred and if  

    so, whether the sanction imposed was appropriate under the Code of Conduct. 

 

6. Part-time Juvenile Court Judge, Third Judicial District State of Iowa 

    December 1994 to October 2001 

    Appointed by the District Court Judges in District 3B 

    In this position I served as an Associate Juvenile Court Judge approximately 2  

    days per week.  I handled all types of cases in Juvenile Court including Child in  

    Need of Assistance and Delinquency proceedings, Terminations of Parental     

    Rights proceedings and juvenile committal proceedings.  All matters were tried 

    to the Court with no jury. 

     

7. Tribal Court Judge for the Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska 

     April 1994 to October 1996 

     Hired by the Winnebago Tribe Tribal Council 

     This court is a court of general jurisdiction for the Winnebago Tribe of  

     Nebraska.  The court presides over civil, criminal and juvenile matters.  Parties  
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     that appeared included members of the Winnebago Tribe as well as non-Native  

     American individuals and entities that had involvement with members or the  

     Tribe. 

 

 

b. List any cases in which your decision was reversed by a court or other 

reviewing entity. For each case, include a citation for your reversed opinion 

and the reviewing entity’s or court’s opinion and attach a copy of each 

opinion.  

 

1. State v. Bender, Plymouth County Case No. SRCR016095 

    Court of Appeals Decision: State v. Bender, 888 N.W.2d 902 (Table) (Iowa    

                                                                                                                 App. 2016) 

 

2. In Re the Detention of Ogden, Plymouth County Case No. CVCV036026 

    Court of Appeals Decision: In Re Detention of Ogden, 906 N.W.2d 204 (Table) 

                                                (Iowa App. 2017) 

 

 

3. In Re Interest of M.D., K.T., G.A., E.A. and S.A., Ida County Case Nos.  

                                                                                    JVJV001242-001246 

    Affirmed by the Court of Appeals: In Re Interest of M.D., K.T., G.A., E.A. &  

    S.A., 924 N.W.2d 533 (Table) (Iowa App. 2018) 

 

    Reversed by the Supreme Court: In Re Interest of M.D., 921 N.W.2d 229 (Iowa 

                                                                                                                          2019) 

 

4. State v. Schiebout, Sioux County Case No. FECR016068 

    Court of Appeals Decision: State v. Schiebout, 2019 WL 4309062 (Iowa App.  

                September 11, 2019) Affirmed in part, sentence remanded. 

    Supreme Court Decision: State v. Schiebout, 944 N.W.2d 666 (Iowa 2020) 

                Conviction reversed 

 

5. State v. Delgado-Jimenez, Woodbury County Case No. FECR102958 

    Court of Appeals Decision: State v. Delgago-Jimenez, 2020 WL 115768 (Iowa  

                 App. January 9, 2020) 

     

 

c. List any case in which you wrote a significant opinion on federal or state 

constitutional issues. For each case, include a citation for your opinion and 

any reviewing entity’s or court’s opinion and attach a copy of each opinion.  

 

1. State v. Delgado-Jimenez, see above.  This case involves issues regarding the 

automobile exception to the warrant requirement to search a person’s motor 

vehicle without a warrant.  My opinion found that exigent circumstances to justify 

the warrantless search of the automobile did not exist under the facts of this case.  



9 
(Adopted June 17, 2019) 

The Court of Appeals disagreed with my analysis that concluded that the 

automobile exception did apply to the facts of this particular case.   

 

 

11. If you have been subject to the reporting requirements of Court Rule 22.10: 

 

a. State the number of times you have failed to file timely rule 22.10 reports. 

 

None 

 

b. State the number of matters, along with an explanation of the delay, that you 

have taken under advisement for longer than:  

 

i. 120 days. 

 

One 

 

Matter was a complex declaratory judgment proceeding involving a 

shareholder dispute in a closely held corporation.  Trial was conducted to 

the bench over a period of 4 days beginning in October 2020 and 

concluding in April 2021.  Trial involved numerous witnesses and 

hundreds, if not thousands, of pages of exhibits.  During this time frame I 

was hospitalized for 9 days from February 24, 2021 to March 4, 2021 

recovering from abdominal surgery and did not return to work until April 

1, 2021.  This was followed by a second surgery on June 3, 2021 related to 

the first surgery resulting in an additional hospital stay and recovery 

period which was shorter in duration than the first.  These hospitalizations, 

followed by jury trials that were conducted on my return to work as well 

as other submissions that were pending resulted in the delay in entering a 

ruling on this case. 

 

 

ii. 180 days. 

 

One (same case and circumstances as described above). 

 

iii. 240 days. 

 

None 

 

iv. One year. 

 

None 
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12. Describe at least three of the most significant legal matters in which you have 

participated as an attorney or presided over as a judge or other impartial decision 

maker. If they were litigated matters, give the citation if available. For each matter 

please state the following: 

a. Title of the case and venue, 

b. A brief summary of the substance of each matter, 

c.  A succinct statement of what you believe to be the significance of it, 

d. The name of the party you represented, if applicable,  

e. The nature of your participation in the case,  

f.  Dates of your involvement, 

g. The outcome of the case, 

h. Name(s) and address(es) [city, state] of co-counsel (if any), 

i. Name(s) of counsel for opposing parties in the case, and 

j.  Name of the judge before whom you tried the case, if applicable. 

 

1. I would state that the most significant legal matter that I have been personally involved 

in would be each and every case I have had the privilege of presiding over in my various 

judicial positions over the last 28+ years.  While these cases may have varied in their 

relative degrees of seriousness and complexness, each case was the most important one as 

far as the parties involved were concerned.  I have tried very hard during my judicial career 

to treat each case that has come before me with the attention I would want it to have if I 

was one of the parties involved.  Judges are the face of the judiciary and are what the public 

primarily base their opinion on of the judicial branch.  While it is critical for the Judge to 

get their decision right, it is equally important that the parties involved have been treated 

fairly and with respect, and while they might not agree with the ultimate outcome, that they 

feel that they have been treated fairly and are satisfied with the process involved. 

 

2. State of Nebraska v. Jennifer Hancock, Dakota County, Nebraska.   In 2004, I 

represented the Defendant, Jennifer Hancock in a criminal matter as her sole counsel.  In 

this case, Ms. Hancock was charged with 3 felonies including two counts of Motor Vehicle 

Homicide and one count of Felony Drug Possession.  The State of Nebraska was 

represented by Donald Kleine who was First Assistant Attorney General for the State of 

Nebraska at that time. Mr. Kleine is now the County Attorney for Douglas County 

(Omaha), Nebraska.  (1701 Farnam Street, Omaha, NE 68183; 402-444-7040). 

 

Because of the nature of the proceedings, the local District Court Judge and the Dakota 

County Attorney’s Office had each recused themselves from the proceeding.  The charges 

came after a highly publicized recall effort was undertaken against Robert Finney who had 

been the Dakota County Attorney at that time.  Mr. Finney had refused to file the felony 

level motor vehicle homicide charges against Ms. Hancock based on his opinion that the 

facts he felt he could prove did not warrant a felony level charge.  The mother of one of 

the victims then conducted what turned out to be a successful recall campaign against Mr. 

Finney and he was removed as the Dakota County Attorney.   After the successful recall, 

the Attorney General for the State of Nebraska, in a highly publicized fashion, filed the 
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felony level motor vehicle homicide charges against Ms. Hancock promising to obtain a 

conviction on the felony charges after the newly appointed Dakota County Attorney also 

recused themself from the matter.   

 

As a result of the recall campaign against Mr. Finney, this case received extensive media 

attention, initially dealing with the recall effort and then the subsequent election of a new 

county attorney and the ongoing criminal prosecution.  After the charges were filed, the 

presiding judge for Dakota County, Maurice Redmond, recused himself from the 

proceeding and a retired senior judge from Omaha, Nebraska, Robert Burkhard was 

assigned to preside over the case.  Based on the publicity from the recall effort, the public 

sympathy resulting from the death of the two young men and the prejudice against Ms. 

Hancock that was created from the publicity involved, I as well, came under significant 

pressure from members of the community as to how I could represent this criminal 

defendant.  Pressure that the sitting District Court Judge and new County Attorney refused 

to face.  Taking my obligations to the bar and the Court seriously, I ignored such pressures 

and represented Ms. Hancock vigorously.  After a series of lengthy pre-trial motions, 

including motions to suppress evidence and a motion for transfer of venue, each of which 

were successful, a plea agreement was ultimately reached between Ms. Hancock and the 

State of Nebraska just a couple of days before trial was set to commence in Omaha. 

 

I believe this matter was significant due to the external pressures and challenges that it 

presented to me personally.  Due to the high profile nature of the proceeding it would have 

been easy to try to dodge the original appointment or to seek co-counsel to deflect some of 

the negative publicity I received for representing Ms. Hancock.  However, I felt that it was 

cases like this as to why I became an attorney.  The oath we take as attorneys and judges 

to defend the constitution and to defend the most vulnerable among us is very serious.  I 

believe that this was a test of my character and I believe that I passed that test by 

representing my client to the best of my abilities despite the negative consequences I faced 

at that time for doing so.   

 

3. While in my career as a District Court Judge I have presided over murder trials and civil 

litigation in which millions of dollars in damages have been sought, or election issues 

involving the manner in which the Presidential election would be conducted in Woodbury 

County, in my opinion, the next most significant legal matters I have personally handled 

would be each of the many termination of parental rights actions I either presided over as 

a Juvenile Court Judge or as a parent’s attorney or guardian ad litem for the child(ren).  I 

cannot think of a more significant thing that the Courts in Iowa do other than to 

permanently sever the relationship between a parent and their child(ren).  I have treated 

each of these cases with extreme attention to detail and consideration because of this.  As 

a judge in these cases, some of the decisions are unfortunately quite easy because of the 

egregious conduct of the parents, while others are very difficult.  I would not be human if 

I did not state that I did wonder on a few occasions if I had done the right thing after 

terminating a parent’s rights to their child(ren).  As a judge, however, my duty is to weigh 

the evidence in light of the law and reach what I believe the law and facts require.  Having 

said that, one of the termination of parental rights cases that I presided over as a Juvenile 

Judge sticks out in my mind.  In that case, the State was seeking to terminate the parental 
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rights of a single father of 3 young girls.  The father did have a fairly extensive history of 

drug use that had led to the filing of the original Child in Need of Assistance proceedings 

and the subsequent termination of parental rights proceedings. (Due to the sensitive nature 

of the subject matter and the parties’ confidentiality I am not disclosing the name of the 

parties or the case number involved).  However, at the time of the filing of the petition to 

terminate his parental rights, the father did appear to be turning things around.  The State 

argued, as they often do, that the past is the best predictor of the future.  While the State’s 

position is correct many times, there was something about this father that told me he had 

changed.  After considering all of the evidence and applying the applicable law, I ruled that 

the father should be given an additional 6 months (which is one permanency option 

available to the court) to prove himself before his rights would be terminated.  I cannot 

state how pleased I am that the State was wrong in this case.  The father did in fact turn it 

around and not only were his parental rights not terminated, but his children were returned 

to his care and the case had a successful closure. 

 

 

13. Describe how your non-litigation legal experience, if any, would enhance your 

ability to serve as a judge.  

 

Over the course of nearly 8 years as a District Court Judge, I have found that my experience 

and background in many traditional non-litigation areas of the law has been a significant 

asset.   My knowledge of the law in the non-litigation areas of real estate, probate, estate 

planning, business formation and operation, bankruptcy, banking, etc. has given me the 

background to understand and address many legal issues that commonly arise in a litigation 

setting.  In many trials and pre-trial motions, attorneys will argue obscure legal principles 

from the areas of law that the litigation arose out of.  Without a fundamental understanding 

of those underlying issues, the ability to handle and address those issue as they arise in 

litigation is complicated substantially.   

 

This is even more important as it relates to serving as a Supreme Court Justice.  To be an 

effective Supreme Court Justice, a person must possess a vast spectrum of knowledge and 

experience to draw from.  The Supreme Court addresses issues dealing with all aspects of 

the law and as such a Justice must be familiar with all aspects of the law.  A Justice of the 

Supreme Court does not have luxury of being able to specialize in one or a few areas of the 

law.  A Justice must not only be well versed in all areas but must also have a comprehension 

of how a decision in one case might have implications to other areas outside of the 

immediate circumstances before it.   Having the extensive background and experience in 

non-litigation related matters that I had over 23 years of private practice only enhances the 

28 years of Judicial experience I have had handling all types of civil, criminal, juvenile and 

mental health/substance abuse matters.  I believe the diversity of my background and legal 

experience both as an attorney and judge, as well as my personal background and 

experiences make me uniquely qualified to serve as a Justice of the Supreme Court. 
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14. If you have ever held public office or have you ever been a candidate for public 

office, describe the public office held or sought, the location of the public office, and 

the dates of service.  

 

None 

 

15. If you are currently an officer, director, partner, sole proprietor, or otherwise 

engaged in the management of any business enterprise or nonprofit organization 

other than a law practice, provide the following information about your position(s) 

and title(s):  

a.  Name of business / organization.  

b. Your title.  

c. Your duties.  

d. Dates of involvement. 

 

N/A 
 

 

16. List all bar associations and legal- or judicial-related committees or groups of which 

you are or have been a member and give the titles and dates of any offices that you 

held in those groups.  

 

Judicial Council                                              2021 to present 

 

Iowa Guardianship and Conservatorship 

Reform Task Force (Iowa Supreme Court)    2015 to 2017 

 

Iowa Bar Association    1991 to 2001 

 

Woodbury County Bar Association  1991 to present 

- Fee Arbitration Committee  2006 to 2014 

- Court Committee   2005 

 

Nebraska Bar Association   1994 to present 

 

Dakota County (Nebraska) Bar Association 1994 to 2014 

- President    2006 

- Vice President    2005 

- Treasurer    2004 

             

             American Bar Association   1991 to 1994; 2015 

             

             Iowa Magistrates Association  1999 to 2014 

  

             Iowa Judges Association   2014 to present 

- Board of Governors Rep (3B)  2019 to present 
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17. List all other professional, business, fraternal, scholarly, civic, charitable, or other 

organizations, other than those listed above, to which you have participated, since 

graduation from law school. Provide dates of membership or participation and 

indicate any office you held. “Participation” means consistent or repeated 

involvement in a given organization, membership, or regular attendance at events 

or meetings.  

 

 Center for Siouxland     

- Member Board of Directors   2007 to 2013 

             

             St. Gabriel Communications (Catholic Radio) 

- Original Founding Board  1999 

- Advisory Board of Directors  1999 to 2014 

 

 March of Dimes 

- Ambassador Family   2011 

 

             The Soup Kitchen (Sioux City, Iowa) 

- Board Member and Vice President 1995 to 2000 

 

              Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) 

- Training Instructor for Volunteers 1999 to 2001 

 

               Siouxland Junior Achievement 

- Classroom Instructor   1996 to 1998 

 

               St. Michael Catholic Church  1973 to present 

- Capital Campaign Chairman  1994 

- Parish Council Member  2004 to 2010 

- Building & Oversight Committee 2004 and 2008 

- Vice President Parish Council  2007 and 2008  

- President Parish Council  2009 and 2010 

 

              Volunteer Coach for Youth Soccer,  

               Baseball and Basketball   2012 to present 
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18. If you have held judicial office, list at least three opinions that best reflect your 

approach to writing and deciding cases. For each case, include a brief explanation as 

to why you selected the opinion and a citation for your opinion and any reviewing 

entity’s or court’s opinion. If either opinion is not publicly available (i.e., available 

on Westlaw or a public website other than the court’s electronic filing system), 

please attach a copy of the opinion. 

 

1. Johnson Propane, Heating and Cooling, Inc. v. The Iowa Department of 

Transportation, Woodbury County Case No. CVCV163078  Filed April 27, 2016 

 

Supreme Court Decision affirming my ruling: Johnson Propane, Heating & Cooling, Inc., 

v. The Iowa Department of Transportation, 891 N.W.2d 220 (Iowa 2017) 

 

I selected this opinion because it dealt with complex issues involving eminent domain 

and the procedures necessary to challenge actions taken by the State taking property 

rights from citizens.  The analysis involved multiple steps and the interrelation of 

multiple administrative provisions and Iowa statutory law.  I believe this opinion reflects 

my abilit2.y to analyze complex issues and enter a ruling on such issues in a concise and 

understandable fashion.   On review, the Iowa Supreme Court affirmed my decision. 

 

 

2. United Real Estate Solutions, Inc. and United Commercial Real Estate LLC, d/b/a NAI 

United v. Richard Salem and Richard Salem Real Estate, Woodbury County Case No. 

EQCV176008, filed July 24, 2018. 

 

Opinion not appealed. 

 

I selected this opinion again because of the complex nature of the issues involved and the 

multiple layers of analysis involved.  This case involved a request for issuance of a 

temporary injunction and required consideration of the terms of multiple contracts 

between the parties, multiple changes in the corporate structures of the Plaintiff and how 

those contracts and changes in structure interrelated with each other and the impact on the 

respective rights and obligations of the parties.  Again, I believe this case and my 

opinion, demonstrates my ability to recognize complex legal issues and how the law in 

one area (corporate formation and structure) can impact other contractual responsibilities 

between the parties.  I believe the opinion shows my ability to describe those issues, how 

they affect each other and explain my rationale in a concise and clear manner. 

 

3. State of Iowa v. Darius Wright, Woodbury County Case No. FECR096917 Filed July 

5, 2017. 

 

Court of Appeals Decision affirming my ruling: State of Iowa v. Darius Wright, 928 

N.W.2d 151 (Table) (Iowa App. 2019) 
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I selected this opinion as it a good reflection of the manner in which I go about analyzing 

the facts and the law involved in a case, and how I reach my decisions by applying the 

facts of the case to the applicable law.  In this case, I initially set forth my detailed 

findings of fact followed by the applicable law to be applied to those facts.  This is 

followed by my analysis applying the law to the facts of the case and how I reached my 

ultimate ruling.  I believe this opinion reflects a clear and concise approach to how I 

reach my decision in a case and then logically presenting it in writing.    

 

19. If you have not held judicial office or served in a quasi-judicial position, provide at 

least three writing samples (brief, article, book, etc.) that reflect your work.  

 

N/A 

 

OTHER INFORMATION 
 

20. If any member of the State Judicial Nominating Commission is your spouse, son, 

daughter, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, first cousin, nephew, niece, father-in-law, 

mother-in-law, son-in-law, daughter-in-law, brother-in-law, sister-in-law, father, 

mother, stepfather, stepmother, stepson, stepdaughter, stepbrother, stepsister, half 

brother, or half sister, state the Commissioner’s name and his or her familial 

relationship with you. 

 

None  

 

21. If any member of the State Judicial Nominating Commission is a current law 

partner or business partner, state the Commissioner’s name and describe his or her 

professional relationship with you. 

 

None 

 

22. List the titles, publishers, and dates of books, articles, blog posts, letters to the 

editor, editorial pieces, or other published material you have written or edited. 

 

“A Reasonable Approach to Reasonable Suspicion and Informant’s Tips: State v. 

Bridge”, 24 Creighton Law Review 621 (1991). 

 

23. List all speeches, talks, or other public presentations that you have delivered for at 

least the last ten years, including the title of the presentation or a brief summary of 

the subject matter of the presentation, the group to whom the presentation was 

delivered, and the date of the presentation.  

 

1. Iowa Bar Association Bench/Bar Conference, Sioux City 

    -“Stress and Ways to Alleviate It” 

    - May 11, 2022 

    - Panel presentation to members of the bar and Judges regarding identifying sources of  

      stress in our work and methods of dealing with stress 
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2. Siouxland Estate Planning Council Judge’s Panel 

    -November 5, 2019 Sioux City 

    -Panel presentation to estate planning attorneys and estate planning professionals 

     regarding issues typically facing judges regarding probate and estate planning issues. 

 

3. Annual March to Honor Lost Children 

    - November 27, 2019; November 21, 2018; November 22, 2017; November 23, 2016; 

      November 25, 2015; November 26, 2014 

                 -Annual March by the Siouxland Native American Community to draw attention to  

                  the plight of Native American Children in the child welfare (DHS) system.  Short  

                  address made to the attendees of this event at the Woodbury County Courthouse  

                  acknowledging the issues facing this community and the collaborative efforts  

                  between the Native Community, the Courts and the Department of Human Services. 

 

4. As Judges See It: Top Mistakes Attorneys Make in Civil Litigation 

    - November 2017 Sioux City presented by National Business Institute 

    - Panel presentation to member of the local bar regarding issues Judge’s observe in 

      civil ligation and advice and recommendations to attorneys regarding best practices. 

 

5. Search and Seizure Case Law Update 

    - June 2017  Des Moines, Iowa; Iowa Judicial Branch– Magistrate Conf. 

    - Case law update to Iowa Magistrates regarding recent developments in search and  

      seizure law in Iowa. 

 

6. Implementation of EDMS in Iowa 

    - July 2014  Des Moines, Iowa; Iowa Judicial Branch-Magistrate Conf.  

 

 

7. Guardianship and Conservatorship Issues 

    - July 2008  Sioux City, Iowa;   Iowa Association of Legal Assistants  

    - Presentation regarding issues and best practices regarding guardianships and  

      conservatorships in Iowa. 

 

8.  Juvenile Law Issues 

     - July 2006  Sioux City, Iowa;   Iowa Association of  Legal Assistants 

     - Presentation regarding issues and best practices in Juvenile Court in Iowa. 

 

9.  Issues in Juvenile Court 

     - 2003 Sioux City, Iowa;  Woodbury County Bar Association  

     - Presentation to local members of the bar regarding issues in Juvenile Court and best  

        practices. 

 

10. Small Wonders Conference – Issues in Juvenile Law 

      - Fall 2001 Sioux City, Iowa;  Western Hills Education Agency  

      - Panel presentation to attorneys and social workers regarding issues in Juvenile Court  

        and placement of children. 
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11. CASA Training Instructor 

      - Sioux City, Iowa 1991 to 2001 Presented training regarding cultural diversity 

  

12. Junior Achievement Classroom Instructor 

      - 1996 to 1998 

      - Provided classroom instruction to middle school students regarding various aspects  

         of business and marketing. 

 

 

24. List all the social media applications (e.g., Facebook, Twitter, Snapchat, Instagram, 

LinkedIn) that you have used in the past five years and your account name or other 

identifying information (excluding passwords) for each account. 

 

Facebook, Account Name Patrick Tott 

LinkedIn, Account Name Patrick Tott 

 

25. List any honors, prizes, awards or other forms of recognition which you have 

received (including any indication of academic distinction in college or law school) 

other than those mentioned in answers to the foregoing questions. 

 

1. American Jurisprudence Award – Legal Research and Writing 

                Creighton University School of Law; January 1989 

 

 2. Law Review 

                Creighton University School of Law; September 1990 

 

 3. Graduate of Leadership Sioux City 

                Leadership Sioux City; June 1993 

 

 4. Graduate of Sioux City Police Department “Citizens Academy” 

                Sioux City Police Department; June 1998 

 

 5. Nominated to be a District Associate Judge in Woodbury County 

                Woodbury County Nominating Commission; 2000 and 2013 

 

 6. Nominated to be a District Court Judge – Sixth Judicial District of Nebraska               

                Nebraska Judicial Nominating Commission; 2005 and 2011 

 

 7. Certified Guardian ad Litem for State of Nebraska 

                Nebraska Supreme Court: 2007 to 2014 

 

 8. Salutatorian of High School Class  

    Bishop Heelan Catholic High School May 1985     

    GPA 3.97 (Rank 3/196)  
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9. Special Recognition from the Court Appointed Special Advocate Program (CASA) for    

    service to the Juvenile Court in general and to the CASA program in particular 

    CASA : October 2001 

 

26. Provide the names and telephone numbers of at least five people who would be able 

to comment on your qualifications to serve in judicial office. Briefly state the nature 

of your relationship with each person. 

 

Hon. John D. Ackerman 712 279-6494 

- Partner with Eidsmoe Law firm while I was an associate there, fellow District 

Court Judge in District 3B and personal friend 

 

             Hon. James Daane, Esq. 712 279-6494 

- Form partner with in firm of Buckmeier & Daane in Sioux City.  Legal colleague 

in Sioux City legal community for many years. 

 

             Cristi Bauerly  712 540-0444 

- Court Reporter assigned to me since I became a District Court Judge in 2014 

 

             Hon. Stephanie Forker-Parry 712 279-6467 

- District Associate Judge Woodbury County, Iowa; legal colleague for many years 

in Sioux City legal community for many years. 

 

              Hon. Douglas Luebe 402 755-5607 

- County Court Judge for Sixth Judicial District, State of Nebraska 

- I appeared in Judge Luebe’s court many times during my legal career.  He is very 

familiar with my legal abilities as an attorney as well my personal qualities.   

 

27. Explain why you are seeking this judicial position. 

 

I have had the honor and privilege of serving my community for the last 28+ years as a 

judicial officer in a variety of positions.  Initially I served as a Tribal Court Judge for the 

Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska, then as a part-time Juvenile Court Judge in Woodbury 

County, as a Magistrate in Woodbury County and now for the past eight years as a 

District Court Judge for the Third Judicial District the last year as the Chief Judge.   I am 

the father of seven wonderful children ranging in age from 9 to 35 and four small 

grandchildren.  Of my 2 adult children, one works as a registered nurse and the other 

served for nearly 8 years in the United States Air Force before being honorably 

discharged due to becoming medically disabled while in the service.  My wife Lisa is a 

stay at home mother and together we are raising our five youngest children.  In addition, 

she has found time to operate a business from home, serve on the PTO at our children’s 

school, and volunteer with the March of Dimes and other charitable causes.  Public 

service has always been a major part of my families’ life.  It is important to my family we 

contribute to the betterment of our community in the ways that we are best suited. 
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In addition to my other civic activities, I feel that I have been an effective Judge over the 

last 28 years many of those years serving in positions that did not necessarily maximize 

my earning potential but allowed me to best serve my community.  I greatly enjoy being 

a District Court Judge as well as my additional responsibilities as the Chief Judge for the 

Third Judicial District but feel I am ready to take the next step in my judicial career.  I 

believe that I have, and have displayed over the last 28 years, the knowledge, skills, 

demeanor and temperament necessary to be an effective Justice of the Supreme Court.  I 

believe that I have made a difference in the lives of members of our community, as a 

private citizen, an attorney in private practice, as well as in the various judicial positions I 

have held throughout my career.  I believe that I am ready for the responsibilities of being 

a Justice of the Iowa Supreme Court and would like the opportunity to serve my State in 

that position.  Since the untimely passing of Justice Darryl Hecht, the western part of 

Iowa in general and the northwestern part of Iowa in particular, have not been 

represented on the Court.  Being a life-long resident of Sioux City and my family having 

been residents of Northwest Iowa for generations, I believe I can bring the perspectives 

of Northwest Iowa to the Court as well as give the citizens and members of the bar ready 

access to the Court.  

 

I can honestly state that I have looked forward to each and every day that I have had the 

opportunity to serve as a judicial officer and I know that I will enjoy and appreciate every 

day that I will serve as a Justice of the Supreme Court if I am given the opportunity to do 

so. 

 

28. Explain how your appointment would enhance the court. 

 

I believe that the unique blend of experiences that I have had have made me a very 

valuable asset to the Court system and would as well as a Justice of Iowa Supreme Court.  

I have had a significant amount of experience in a wide range of areas of law, both as an 

attorney in the private practice of law for 27 years as well as being a Judicial Officer for 

the last 28 years.  As a Judge I have had the opportunity to work at basically every level 

of the Court system outside of the appellate bench.  Having served as a Magistrate, 

Juvenile Court Judge, District Court Judge and now Chief Judge, I have experience with 

the issues and challenges facing all levels of the court system.  This will serve me 

especially well when comes to addressing the administrative issues that the Supreme 

Court must deal with.  It is critical that the Supreme Court have an appreciation as to how 

its administrative rules will impact the day to day operation of the Court at all levels.  

Having this range of experience I would bring that perspective to the Supreme Court. 

 

During my years as an attorney, I tried to make my practice as diverse as possible to 

prepare me for the various areas of law I would be responsible for whether it be as a 

District Court Judge or as a Justice of the Iowa Supreme Court.   To be effective as a 

Justice of the Supreme Court, a candidate needs to be well versed in all areas of the law.  

I have a significant amount of experience in many areas, such as criminal law, family 

law, mental health, juvenile, probate, civil litigation, commercial law, and real estate.  

Not only do I have the background knowledge of these and other areas of the law, but I 

also have a 28 year track record of dealing with those issues as a Judge as well.  I know 
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the frustrations and difficulties that sometimes come with the responsibilities of being a 

judge.  I have worked through those issues and believe I am uniquely prepared for this 

position based upon my years of blended experience both as a private attorney as well as 

a Judge. 

 

I also believe that my personal experiences outside of the law would contribute to the 

functioning of the Supreme Court by bringing differing perspectives to the court.   I come 

from a background that has included both white collar and blue collar jobs.  My maternal 

grandfather was a medical doctor while my paternal grandfather was a cattle buyer for the 

stockyards in Sioux City.  My father owned and operated a service station in Sioux City 

for 40 years before his retirement in the early 1990’s.  While I have been employed 

exclusively in the legal profession for my adult life, as a teenager and student I worked at 

my father’s service station as well as jobs in production (Wells Blue Bunny).   I also have 

extended family in agriculture and as such I have been exposed to issues facing both rural 

and urban Iowa.  In addition, my triplets who are amazing children, as are all of my 

children, were born premature and are on the autism spectrum.  As a result they have 

benefited from waiver services through the Department of Human Services which has 

given me exposure to the benefits of the types of services that are available while at the 

same time exposing me to the frustrations and challenges associated with obtaining such 

services as well.   

 

I believe I present a unique blend of professional qualifications with my combined years 

of experience in private practice and as a judicial officer with a diverse personal 

background.  I believe I will be able to draw upon these experiences to make myself a 

valuable contributor to the Supreme Court for years to come. 

 

29. Provide any additional information that you believe the Commission or the 

Governor should know in considering your application.   

 

It has been an honor and a privilege to have the opportunity to serve my community over 

the last 28 years first as a part-time Juvenile Court Judge, then as a Judicial Magistrate 

for Woodbury County for 15 years and now as a District Court Judge since 2014. 

One of the most important aspects of a free society is having an impartial and fair 

judiciary to resolve disputes.  Some of the greatest satisfaction I have had over the course 

of my 28 years of experience serving as a judicial officer, have been the occasions when 

individuals, both attorneys and lay people, have approached me outside of the courtroom 

to thank me for giving them a fair opportunity to be heard.  It has been my experience 

that people who participate in the court system have a much greater sense of satisfaction 

with the system, whether they win or lose, if they feel they have been treated fairly.  I 

strive each and every day to treat all people in this fashion.  I believe this is reflected in 

the fact that I received a 100% retention recommendation from the members of the bar 

that appear in front of me when I last stood for retention as a District Court Judge in 

2016.  With the array of experience I have had the opportunity to have at this point in my 

career, I am able to approach the situations that I face with an open mind and be able to 

make tough decisions in light of the framework of the law.  I am a strong believer in our 

constitutional form of government and believe that it is by far the best in the world. 





Attachments regarding Question 10(b)  

Attached are the following items: 

1. State v. Bender, Plymouth County Case No. SRCR0 16095 

Court of Appeals Decision: State v. Bender, 888 N.W.2d 902 (Table) (Iowa 

App. 2016) 

2. In Re the Detention of Ogden, Plymouth County Case No. CVCV036026 Court 

of Appeals Decision: In Re Detention of Ogden, 906 N.W.2d 204 

(Table) (Iowa App. 2017) 

3. In Re Interest of M.D., K.T., G.A., E.A. and S.A., Ida County Case Nos. 

JVJV001242-001246 Affirmed by the Court of Appeals: 

In Re Interest of M.D., K.T., G.A., E.A. & S.A., 924 

N.W.2d 533 (Table) (Iowa App. 2018) 

Reversed by the Supreme Court: In Re Interest of M.D., 921 N.W.2d 229 (Iowa 

2019) 

4. State v. Schiebout, Sioux County Case No. FECR0 16068 

Court of Appeals Decision: State v. Schiebout, 2019 WL 4309062 (Iowa App. 

September 11, 2019) Affirmed in part, sentence remanded. 
    Supreme Court Decision: State v. Schiebout, 944 N.W.2d 666 (Iowa 2020) 

                Conviction reversed 

5. State v. Delgado-Jimenez, Woodbury County Case No. FECR102958 

Court of Appeals Decision: State v. Delgago-Jimenez, 2020 WL 115768 (Iowa 

App. January 9, 2020) 
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